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From the Apartment of the Grand Prelate: 
 

Grand Prelate’s Toast and Message to the Right Eminent Grand Commander 

We are at the season where all Christians must stop and give thanks for the 
greatest gift we could ever receive. We too often get caught up in the earthly aspect 
of the season and forget about the real and Heavenly basis. Without the realization 
of why we have this holiday makes it worthless and a waste of time and energy. 

 We must realize that the celebration is over the gift of redemption, salvation, 
love, and peace given unto each of us by God’s gift of His Son to come into this 
world and give Himself for our failures. 

 We celebrate without acknowledging that we should be feeling indebtedness 
for this most wonderful gift of our Savior coming to earth to endure the pain and 
suffering for us. 

 As I consider this message to our Grand Commander and all the Knights, I 
must confess that I must do a better job of wearing the mantle of a Christian Knight. 
I took a vow, just as each of you did, that, if necessary, I would take up my sword in 
defense of the Christian religion. I can do this daily in so many ways simply showing 
the love that our Savior did every day to others that he encountered. Does it cost 
anyone to simply smile at someone? Do I see someone in need and simply walk on 
by without attempting to give a helping hand? 

 Several years ago, I saw bumper stickers imprinted with “WWJD,” meaning 
What Would Jesus Do. I am going to give at this season of giving an honest effort to 
keep the meaning of these four letters as a guide for my actions and as a small way 
of returning the gifts that I received by the birth and life of my Savior Jesus Christ. 

 It is my sincere wish that all Sir Knights and families have a Merry Christmas 
and feel the love of Christ at this special time. 

In His Service, 
Wm. Paul Wilson, Grand Prelate 
Grand Commandery Knights Templar of Arkansas 


