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Most Excellent Grand High Priest
Ancel Ray Matthew
2025-2026

Spread the Word

Companions:

| want to thank you all for the honor of
serving as your Most Excellent Grand
High Priest for the term year of 2025-26. It
is truly one of the greatest honors that has
ever been bestowed upon me and again |
say, “Thank You.”

My theme this year is “Spread the Word.”
| As we travel throughout the state, we all

|| need to be mindful and strive to talk-up

il York Rite. As you visit our Blue Lodges for
meetings or degrees talk to your brethren about what we do in York Rite.

Unfortunately, there are numerous lodges in our great state that know little
about what we do. We must educate them about York Rite and let them
know what we can do for them. Tell them about all the opportunities that

York Rite can offer them. Focus on what we can do for them not what they

can do for us. Also tell them how much we need them.
Continued on page 2
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Grand High Priest - Word

Continued from page 1

Examples of some simple things to educate them should include hearing
the Senior Warden talk about paying the craft their wages. Remember that
we as Royal Arch Masons teach them how. Another is the Lost Master
Mason’s word and remind them that they have only the substitute. Ask them
if they are Christians? Let them know that the Commandery Orders stand
as the only work in Masonry that is truly Christian in nature. Tell them that
our Grand Lodge was chartered under the Royal Arch so in essence every
lodge and brother in Arkansas is a York Mason. Challenge them to make it
official and join York Rite and continue their Masonic journey for more light
in Freemasonry. Remember that the York Rite is a direct extension of the
degrees they receive in their Blue Lodges.

Use these key points to “Spread the Word.” Let us get excited about Royal
Arch Masonry and promote it in our local lodges. Encourage our brothers to
continue that journey for light a journey which is endless. Shed that light by
Spreading the Word. Do not just sit on your couch or on that recliner and
say there is nothing | can do to make things better. GET UP and go out to
your lodges and become a beacon for York Rite. Talk to your Masonic
brothers and “Spread the Word.”

| am putting into service a travelling Royal Arch. It is to travel throughout the
state and can be claimed by any chapter that visits another that has it. It
only takes 1 visiting Royal Arch Mason to claim it. If there are companions
from multiple chapters, it will go home with the one who has traveled the
furthest. Get out and claim it for your chapter and let’s have some fun with
this. Start a rivalry and challenge each other to get out and claim it.

We are also planning to start giving out years of service patents. These are
designed to be presented at our Grand Session Banquet or distributed to
our local chapters if a member is unable to attend the Grand Session. We
need to honor our long-serving members as they are the backbone of our
organization.

Finally, | am soliciting your help. | would like to have designs submitted for a
jewel to be sold that can be worn on your Chapter jackets. The proceeds
should be used to help fill our chapter coffers and ease the burden of
always having to do so many fundraisers. This would allow us to do more
activities and increase our donations to RARA. If you have an idea, please
submit me a sketch of your design. It does not have to be fancy; we are
merely looking for ideas. This can benefit all chapters in our state.

Continued on page 3
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MEGHP - Final Words

From page 2
Remember, we are in this together. We are the only ones who can make
we can make a difference, and it all starts if you get out and “Spead the

Word.” If you need anything remember my door is always open. Reach out
and talk to one another. Myself and all your officers are here for you.

Fraternally,
Ray Matthew, MEGHP
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From the Grand Sessions
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Knights of the Royal Arch

John Day, Jeffrey Brazeale, “Mac” McManus, Collin Miller
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Grand Sessions

The Keystone Award

| This year there were
two recipients of the
Grand Chapter
“Keystone” award:

| ME Bobby Bennett

| (left)

And RE Thomas
Flowers (below).
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Most lllustrious Grand Master

Troy W. Cole
2025-2026

Carry On
Companions:

Thank you for the incredible opportunity to
serve as your Most lllustrious Grand Master
of the Grand Council of Arkansas for the
2025- 2026 year. | will do my best to
promote the ideals and principals of the York
Rite and the Grand Council of Royal and

. Select Masters of Arkansas. | sincerely
request your support, advice and prayers for
this coming year. This is not a one Mason
mission because it requires all Companions working gather to have a
successful and productive program this year. So “Carry On” (which is a
military term signifying that you’re doing a good job, so keep it up).

My sincere congratulation to all the newly elected and appointed Grand
Officers and Grand District Deputy Officers of the Grand Council of
Arkansas. | know that every Grand Officer will work hard to fulfill their
duties. | am looking forward to working with all of the elected and appointed
Grand Officers of this Grand Council.

The programs that are planned for this year are intended to increase the
membership of the Arkansas York Rite, strengthen our Council’s, increase
our Masonic education, and support our philanthropy. Cryptic Masons
Medical Research Foundation (CMMRF) will be a major part of our program
this year.

We will host an Arkansas statewide Council festival honoring our Most
Puissant General Grand Master William “Bill” Snyder. The festival will
be held on September 13, in the north-end or the Scottish Rite Temple in
Little Rock. We will confer the Royal and Select Masters Degrees. A
special luncheon will be served with the feature speaker being Grand
Master Snyder. You don’t want to miss hearing the Grand Master speak.

He is a very motivational and a fun speaker. This will be a very special
festival for our Councils and a wonderful opportunity to bring in new
candidates. Continued on page 6
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MIGM - Carry On

From page 5

| wish to thank all of the Past Most lllustrious Grand Masters for their work
and effort they have provided to this Council in past years. | wish to
acknowledge Thomas Flowers for his efforts as our Grand Secretary.
Finally, | thank my wife, Evelyn, for her support, suggestions, patience, but
mainly for putting up with me.

Fraternally,

Troy W. Cole, MIGM

v

From the Grand Sessions

Cryptic Mason of the Year

Companion Jeff Brazeale was named Cruyptic Mason of the Year
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Grand Awards

R. E. Companion Reed Fanning,
General Grand Scribe, (left)
presented Joshua Bryan with the
General Grand Chapter Bronze
Medal.

R.E. PGHP Steven Gregory was

| selected to receive the “Fay
Hempstead Award”. This award
is selected by all three presiding
Grand Officers.

(below)

PMIGM and PGC Paul Wilson was selected to receive the General Grand
Chapter “Ephraim Kirby” Award for outstanding service as a past Grand
presiding officer.
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2025 - 2026 Grand Officers
Grand Chapter

Grand High Priest — Ancel Ray Matthew

Grand King — David Boyer

Grand Scribe — Andrew Morrison

Grand Treasurer — Timothy J. Henwood, PGHP

Grand Secretary — Thomas A. Flowers

Grand Captain of the Host — Sheldon Gately

Grand Principle Sojourner — Thomas Lampirez

Grand Royal Arch Captain — Billy Britt

Grand Master of the 3™ Veil — Jon Walter

Grand Master of the 2™ Veil — Jeffrey Brazeale

Grand Master of the 1* Veil — Gerald (Jerry) Garbett

Grand Secretary Emeritus — Dick E. Browning,
PGHP

Grand Council

Grand Master — Troy W. Cole

Deputy Grand Master — Mark Kalkbrenner
Grand Principal Conductor of the Work —
Harllen Joe Dixon

Grand Treasurer — Timothy J. Henwood,
PMIGM

Grand Recorder — Thomas A. Flowers

Grand Captain of the Guard — Billy Britt

Grand Conductor of the Council — Thomas

Lampirez

Grand Marshall — Randall Gilless

Grand Steward — Mike Winningham

Grand Recorder Emeritus — Dick E.
Browning, PMIGM
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