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Most Excellent Grand High Priest
Ancel Ray Matthew
2025-2026

Growing Strong

Greetings Companions, from the
Grand Chapter:

| have had the pleasure of
attending degrees at the
Jonesboro and Ananias

Chapters. There was a state wide
chapter festival June the 28th in

| Pine BIuff. There has also been

|| Chapter degree work done in Hot
' Springs, Jonesboro,
Damascus,and Russellville. We are Growing.

The Traveling Grand Royal Arch is seeing some travel time, as
of June, it has made its way back to Mountain Home Chapter. |
hope to see it make a bigger loop around the the state.

Continued on page 2
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Grand High Priest - Growing

Continued from page 1

Companions, lets have some fun with this. It can be a
learning experience watching or helping other chapters open
up and then see how they conduct their business.

Companions let us not

forget " RARA" our Royal
charity; have a

fundraiser, buy G.H.P. Arch

pins. They go to

RARA. M.E. Research
Companion Steven Assistance

Gregory P.G.H.P. is
our RARA
Chairman. Lets make it a Great Year for RARA.

Union Chapter No.2 Bar-B-Que RARA Fund-Raiser for 2025
Saturday, August 9, 2025 4 - 6pm
Sylvan Hills Lodge #754
10599 Highway 107, Sherwood, AR

Companions, remember our theme this year, "Spread the
Word". Aas you travel to Blue Lodges around our state and
beyond, Talk Up York Rite Masonry.

Thank you, Companions for all you do. | look forward to future
events. In memory of Companion J.B. Etheridge P.H.P.
Mountain Home Chapter # 43. Remember to thank GOD for
our many Blessings.

Fraternally,

A. Ray Matthew, Jr.
Grand High Priest, 2025 - 26
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Growing Chapters

The Degree team, and two new Royal Arch Masolns, flanking MEGHP
Matthew at Jonesboro May 28, 2025. (above)

Below: RA Chapter Degrees at Russellville May 22, 2025. PGHPs Steve
Gregory, Joe Dixon and Charles Ferguson, along with GM of the 1st Veil
Jerry Garbett with the members and new Companions.
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Still Growing

On May 20, 2025, Ananias Chapter exalted new Companions with a room
full of Grand officers, including MEGHP Matthew and ME Randy Gilless,
General Grand Master of the 2nd Veil.

United Grand Imperial Council, Red Cross of Constantine
Annual Assembly June 5-7, 2025 - Kansas City, MO

Arkansas was well represented at this
annual meeting. At left, Past
Sovereign Dick Browning and the
current Sovereign of St. Giles
Conclave in Little Rock with their
ladies and R. Stephen Doan, KGC-
Grand Recorder. Below, Intendant
General in Arkansas E. Gene Warren,

with several of his peers. Also in
attendance, K.C. Jarrod Adkisson from
Trinity Conclave in Ft. Smith.

The Red Cross of Constantine is an
invitational honorary body of Royal Arch
Masons.

For more information, visit this URL:
redcrossconstantine.org
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Most lllustrious Grand Master

Troy W. Cole
2025-2026

Planning for Things to Come

Companions:

| hope this year has been good to you
and your loves ones. We know that
harsh winds blow our way sometimes but
they must be navigated through to reach
better shores. That is where planning
helps.

In Masonry planning is essential because of the many
meetings and obligations that Masons have. My York Rite
bodies had seven petitions for membership at our May stated
meeting. Huge effort and planning on the part of our
Companions and Knights that made this possible (and | give
much credit to our secretary). Our Grand York Session this
March was successful because of an inordinate amount of
planning that went into the Session.

Entering the summer of the year will be a good time for
everyone to do some planning. Where do we want to be at the
Grand York Session next March 20267 Are we satisfied with
where we are now or do you wish to improve? Shouldn’t we
endeavor to increase our membership? What plan should we
now begin to accomplish this? Arkansas is very fortunate in
that we are blessed with some very competent Companions
and Knights who know this information. Let’s ask these
Companions the “How” questions. If we don’t begin now to
address membership when will be a better time?

Continued on page 6
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MIGM - Planning

From page 5

Start in your York Rite bodies discussing how to increase
your membership and a good place to start on is SNPD
members.

Planning: The 2025 South Central Conference will be hosted
by Texas on Sept.19-20, 2025. Arkansas will need to be well
represented at the conference. We will host the South
Central conference in Sept 2026 in Little Rock and planning
will be essential. Plan on attending next year’s South Central
Conference, you will be glad you did.

Now Hear This: The Grand Council of Royal & Select
Masters of Arkansas announces a state wide Council Festival
on Sept 13, 2025. It will feature the Most Puissant General
Grand Master William G. Snyder, Grand Master of the
General Grand council of Cryptic Masons International. He is
a national known speaker on the Cryptic degree history and
hidden meaning. We will need all hands from our AR Rite
bodies in attendance to welcome General Grand Master
Snyder to Arkansas! Bring your Council candidate to the
festival on September 13" at the Albert Pike Masonic Center
for a once in a life time chance to visit with Companion
Snyder.

| wish all Companions a fair seas, a safe, fun filled, and
restful summer. | look forward to visiting our local Councils
this summer. “Carry-on”

Fraternally,

Troy W. Cole
MIGM 2025-2026
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grand Council Royal & elect Masters of
Arkansas

Statewide Council Festival Saturday,

September 13, 2025
o

(O Attention Rovyal
Arch Masons Only!

NOW is the time to continue your York Rite
journey!

Don’t miss the chance to take the Cryptic
degrees with the Worldwide Grand Master of
Cryptic Masonry. It’s a once in a lifetime
opportunity.

N

Most lllustrious Troy W. Cole, Grand Master of the Grand
Council Royal & Select Masters of Arkansas is pleased to
announces a statewide Council festival on Saturday,
September 13, 2025, to be held at Occidental Council #1
located in the Albert Pike Masonic Center at 7" and Scott
Streets in Little Rock. The degrees will be conferred in the
morning with registration beginning at 8:00 a.m. and the
degrees beginning at 9:00 a.m.
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Council Festtival

The luncheon will feature Most
Puissant General Grand Master
William “Bill” G. Snyder, Grand
Master of the General Grand
Council of Cryptic Masons
International. 'S

Snyder is a national known speaker on the Cryptic
degree history and hidden meanings. All members who have
received the Council degrees are welcome to attend. The
registration fee will be $20.00 that includes registration fee
and a Great Lunch. All excess monies will be donated to the
AR Cryptic Mason’s charity, CMMRF. All Masons in
attendance will receive a MI Grand Master’s pin.

Don’t miss this great opportunity to shake hands with
Companion Snyder of the General Grand Council of Cryptic
Masons International. He is an extraordinary speaker and
loves to visit with his fellow Cryptic Masons from around the
world AND Arkansas.
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Order of the Secret Vault

| Following Arkansas tradition, the
General Grand Council honor of the

| Order of he Secret Vault was conferred
| after the close of Grand Council

® business at the Grand Session.
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Our 2025 honoree is MIPGM Charles H.
Ferguson.
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