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Most Excellent Grand High Priest
Ancel Ray Matthew
2025-2026

had the pleasure of attending
Missouri's Grand Session and

| would like to say thank you to M.E.
Mike Dodd for his hospitality, had a
great time. Received the Grand
Honors along with the M.E. Grand
|| High Priest of Kansas, it was a

" memorable time for sure. Want to
give a shout out to my Traveling companions, Ex. Grand
Sentinel Vernon Kimbrough, Ex. Grand Chaplain Collin Miller
and P.M.E.G.H.P./ R.E.C. Randy Gilless for a fun trip. We
are still seeing growth in the state, lets keep up the good work
and " Spread the Word" about York Rite Masonry.

Continued on page 2
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Grand High Priest - Growing

Continued from page 1

| am seeing something else going on in our state; most of our
Chapters are able to confer their own degrees now, which
speeds up the degree process greatly.

Companions, Let us not forget "RARA" our Charity. As well as
our theme this year, " Spread the Word" about York Rite
Masonry.

Let us always give thanks to God for our Blessings.
Fraternally,

A. Ray Matthew, Jr.
Grand High Priest, 2025 - 26
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Traveling Royal Arch

MEGHP Ray Matthew has put into service a travelling Royal
Arch. It is to travel throughout the state and can be claimed by
any chapter that visits another that currently has it (at a stated
meeting only). It only takes one visiting Royal Arch Mason to
claim it. If there are companions from multiple chapters, it will
go home with the one who has traveled the furthest.

So far, after it’s start in Mtn. Home, it has gone to Jonesboro,
and then to Ananias Chapter at Damascus, where it remained
at the time of this writing.
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Still Growing

Most Excellent Master at Union on August 11. All
candidates eventually Exalted, and were Greeted at the
Council festival.
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Most lllustrious Grand Master

Troy W. Cole
2025-2026

News From the 9th Arch

Greetings to all Companions of the
Councils and all York Rite Masons:

| appreciate all the Cryptic Masons for
their assistance and prayers. It is a great
honor to serve as your Grandmaster for
the Grand Council of Royal and Select
Masters of Arkansas. Since last March, it
has been an exciting time experiencing
all the degree work and “Greetings” for our new Cryptic Council
members. | congratulate the degree teams for their good ritual
work, dedication, and effort. The new Council members are
receiving a great start in York Rite Masonry and by having
interesting meetings and including them in our programs they
should keep coming back.

Continued on page 6
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MIGM - 9th Arch

From page 5

In other words, we must continue to “Carry On” for the task
we began is only half completed and there are still things that
we need to do. Forinstance: Don’t forget to plan family
activities especially at Christmas; Including a Masonic
education program in your stated meeting; don’t forget your
ritual training; increasing our membership is very important
either by new member recruitment or by reducing your SNPD
members; and our philanthropy (Cryptic Masons Medical
Research Foundation {CMMRF}) is also so important.

CMMREF has been working with The University of Indiana
University since 1986, and their funding is vital to this
mission. Programs with CMMRF funding can get discoveries
from the lab to a patient’s bedside in a shorter period when
compared to similar programs. Some of the CMMRF
research programs include: approaches to promote wound
healing and vascular growth; growing new blood vessels;
stem cells research to promote aneurysm; and slowing or
even reversing heart failure. Working at a Federal Research
Center (NCTR) for years, | have seen what medical research
can do to improve American’s health. In Arkansas, we are
fortunate to have a physician that is WELL acquainted with
CMMREF, Joe Rouse, M.D. “Doctor Joe” is very aware of the
importance of funding the research of the Cryptic Masons’
charity program. The CMMRF medical research is a charity
that addresses so many health problems. Arkansas Councils
should be SURE they are a part of this project.

See Report from the Grand Council Festival, pages 7 & 8.
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Festival !

The Arkansas State Wide Grand Council Festival was held on
Sept.13,2025 in Occidental #1 Council in the Scottish Rite
Temple. It was opened by the Grand Chaplin Companion
James Graham. The Council Festival was a huge success
where eight Candidates were Greeted and 71 Companions
were in attendance. All three Council degrees were presented
by an outstanding cast from several Councils. (Editor’s note:
the cast was composed almost exclusively of Grand Council
officers.) The Grand Master was in attendance and was given
the Grand Honors. (Comp. Josh Olegario was the exemplar in
the Royal Master Degree.)

Attending also, was Companion Stanton Brown |l the Right
Eminently Distinguished Deputy Grand Governor of the York
Rite Sovereign College of North America. Additionally, he is a
Past Most lllustrious Grand Sovereign Red Cross of
Constantine and a Past Grand Master of Missouri. Also,
attending was the Most Puissant Companion William G.
Snyder General Grand Master of the General Grand Council of
Cryptic Masons International.

After the meal, Companion Bill Snyder presented an interesting
and though provoking lecture that was well received. The
speech reveled several thoughts on Cryptic Masonry that I'm
sure will be discussed by the brethren for several weeks.
Afterwards, Companion Stanton Brown presented the MIGM
with a Sovereign College Service Award that was extremely
appreciated by the MIGM. The festival was closed by the
Grand Chaplain.

Fraternally ,

Troy W. Cole,
Most Illustrious Grand Master
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Council Festival - Cont.

~## Above: Eight new members
{f/}, among the 71 attendees.

| The day ended with in

| excellent luncheon, featuring
! an address from Most

§ Puissant Companion Bill

-| Snyder, Grand Master of

| Cryptic Masons, Intl.

Grand Master Cole was also
presented with the York Rite
College of North America's
“Distinguished Service Award”.by

Right Eminently Distinguished
Stanton Brown, Deputy Grand
Governor General, and T.J.
Henwood, Grand Governor in AR.
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